Novel anticoagulants for stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation and chronic kidney disease.
Atrial fibrillation (AF) is about three-times more prevalent in patients with chronic kidney disease and the prevalence of AF increases with the degree of renal impairment. Clinical studies have shown increased risk of stroke, bleeding and death in patients with chronic kidney disease and AF. Despite, this increased risk, anticoagulation is underutilized due to increased bleeding risk in this population. Recently direct thrombin inhibitors and factor Xa inhibitors have been shown to be more efficacious in stroke prevention with reduced bleeding than warfarin. As the usage of these novel anticoagulants increases it is important to understand the data available in regard to these high risk patients.